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one's character. I feel that our ancestors must have started mak-
ing subtle distinctions between what should be eaten and what
should not be eaten at a time when the religious spirit was at a
low ebb. Those who wish to give up potatoes, etc., in defer-
ence to common practice may do so. But such practice cannot
be made the basis of one's religion and the matter should not be-
come a subject of dispute between a husband and wife.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 2-9-1928

271.   RURAL EDUCATION SCHEME
Following the announcement of Shri Nagindas's gift of rupees
one lakh, he has been receiving letters concerning the gift and
making suggestions. He has passed these on to me, and I, in
turn, have handed them over to Kakasaheb Kalelkar. The reader
will find published in this issue that part of Kakasaheb's letter to
Shri Nagindas which deals with the scheme itself and explains
it, so that Gujaratis may not remain in the dark about how and
in what manner that gift is going to be utilized. From this the
reader will see that the scheme is divided into three parts.
1.    In the first place, it consists in training some students
to become teachers or workers who will be able to serve  the
people, or rather, educate them.    It is obvious that such service,
if it is to benefit the people, should necessarily be rural service.
2.    Secondly, establishment through these teachers  of rural
schools, which would be mobile in the first instance and become
permanent later on.
3.    Thirdly,   preparing   suitable   literature   and   getting    it
prepared by others.
Readers will see that the scope of this scheme is both ambi-
tious and large. Shri Nagindas's philanthropy will have borne
fruit if it is implemented.
This task cannot be accomplished in a hurry. The scheme
seeks to break new ground. Till now education has served the
needs of city-life, if it has served any purpose at all. I deliberate-
ly say "if it has served any purpose at all". I fear, or rather I
hold, that since education so far has not been of a national cha-
racter, it is found not to have served even the needs of city-
life. It was planned to support foreign rule, and that is what we
it has done.  This character of our education has resulted in